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arers were active throughout the policy process leading to team of researchers from The University of Edinburgh studied
the Community Care and Health (Scotland) Act 2002 and what helped carers become involved in this policy process.
found their experiences of interacting with the policy process The findings highlight elements of good practice that could
in post-devolution Scotland to be both productive and help policy makers and voluntary organisations in their work
personally rewarding. to engage with the public in policy making.

How did the policy processes help

public involvement? How did voluntary organisations help

public involvement?

Carers and their representatives were involved from
the beginning of the policy process and participated in
making recommendations on legislative changes and
guidelines on interpreting future legislation.

A wide range of participants and organisations were
invited to attend Scottish Parliamentary Committee
meetings which ensured that a diverse range of opinion
was taken into consideration.

Individuals were invited to participate in policy making
Parliamentary Committees and give evidence to the
Scottish Parliament.

Meeting times took into consideration the needs of
public participants.

Information was distributed with enough time to allow
all participants to prepare properly.




